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Welcome to the first newsletter from 
the Pennsylvania State Association of 
Township Commissioners (PSATC)! 
To keep First Class Townships 
informed, and provide education and 
resources, PSATC has launched this 
quarterly newsletter. 
“We want our members to know 
what’s happening within PSATC 
and FirstClass Townships in the 
Commonwealth,” said President Todd 
Miller. “By using this newsletter, our 
website, social media, and email 
blasts, we hope to bring added values 
to our members.” 
In February, members of the 
PSATC Executive Committee met in 

Gettysburg for the first meeting of the 
new year. The agenda featured several 
important discussions, including 2026 
legislative priorities and the recent 
codification of the First Class Township 
Code, which was signed by Governor 
Shapiro on February 11, 2026. The 
Code will now be moved into Title 73 
of the PA Consolidated Statutes and 
will go into effect on April 13, 2026. 
Other conversations focused on 
potential adjustments to the Local 
Service Tax, as well as Public Notice 
Advertising, and the challenges 
presented by the continued closure 
of local newspaper outlets. 

PSATC Commits to Keeping Members Aware



Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners
2

First Class Township Code 
Amendments Effective April 13, 2026 

•	 Annual Audit Report (Section 1003) – The deadline to file the annual Audit Financial Report 
with the DCED has been extended from April 1 to June 30. 

•	 Vacancy by death (Section 1771) – A vacancy in the office of commissioners caused by 
death no longer occurs “instantly” for administrative purposes. It is now officially recognized 
as the date of the next board meeting. 

•	 Sidewalk Responsibility (Section 5904) – Clarifies that property owners are responsible for 
repairing sidewalks on all sides of their property (including corner lots), not just the side 
facing the main street. Commissioners should ensure that any local sidewalk maintenance 
ordinances reflect the “all sides” clarification to avoid disputes with corner-lot homeowners.

•	 Optional Per-meeting Compensation for Commissioners (Section 2103) – Prohibits per-
meeting compensation if a commissioner has an unexcused absence. Boards now have the 
authority to define “excused” absences (e.g., illness, family emergencies, or business travel) 
and should consider adopting a formal policy as what constitutes “excused” vs. “unexcused.”

•	 Memorials (Section 1313) – Authorizes townships to use funds to create and maintain 
memorials honoring first responders. 

To honor the excellence of First Class Townships, PSATC is launching Impact Awards, which will 
be celebrated at the annual conference on October 8. The five awards will recognize innovation, 
leadership, and measurable results achieved by PSATC member townships. 
“First Class Townships are all facing similar challenges and these awards bring success stories to the 
forefront,” said Vice President Liz McNaney. “We hope these awards will inspire commissioners, so 
they can bring back new ideas and ways to implement them in their own townships.” 
Townships will nominate themselves for the awards by writing a narrative that’s no longer than 500 
words about the scope of the project, how it benefited the community, and why it’s award-worthy. More 
information on submitting awards can be found on our website and Townships can apply through 
August 12.

The awards include:
1. Stormwater & Environmental Stewardship Award
Stormwater is one of the largest unfunded mandates facing First Class Townships and a top 
shared challenge. This award recognizes innovative approaches to stormwater management, 
MS4 compliance, watershed protection, and environmental sustainability. Examples could include 
a stormwater fee implementation, green infrastructure projects, multi-municipal watershed 
collaborations, and MS4 public education programs.

Nominate Your Township for Impact Awards

  continued on page 3

https://firstclasstownshippa.org/?page_id=368
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2. Parks, Recreation & Community Quality of Life Award
Parks and recreation are among the most visible services to residents and often a focal point of 
community pride. This award recognizes projects that enhance parks, trails, recreation programs, 
and public spaces while maximizing limited resources. Examples could include trail connections 
that improve regional mobility, new or renovated parks or playgrounds, innovative programming 
such as senior fitness or youth sports, and partnerships to support park maintenance. 

3.	 Smart Growth, Zoning & Land Use Innovation Award
As Townships grow and change for the future, First Class Townships often face development 
pressure and the need for practical zoning solutions. This award recognizes forward-thinking land 
use decisions that balance growth, infrastructure, and community character. Examples include 
zoning ordinance modernization, managing high-impact uses such as data centers and warehouses, 
and transit-oriented or mixed-use development. 

4.	 Public Safety & Emergency Services Innovation Award 
Staffing shortages and rising costs to protect the community make innovation essential in 
public safety. This award recognizes creative approaches to police, fire, EMS, and emergency 
preparedness challenges. Examples include recruitment and retention programs, shared services 
or regionalization, facility or equipment modernization, and emergency response planning.

5.	 Next Gen Township Leader Award 
The upcoming generation is vital to the future of First Class Townships. This award recognizes 
a Township Commissioner or staff member who is positively impacting their community and 
demonstrating leadership qualities. This person must be 45 or younger. 

Nominate Your Township for Impact Awards (cont’d.)

Did you know that all townships began as second class? To 
become first class, they must have a population of at least 300 
people per square mile, and voters must approve the change.
Due to the higher population, First Class Townships provide 
essential public services to millions of Pennsylvania residents, 
businesses and visitors each day including police, fire, 
sanitation, storm water and recreation while working to build 
vibrant, thriving communities.

First Class 
Townships: 
Fast Facts 93

Townships

Typically located 
in the “urban ring” 

around cities

Governed by 
5 to 15 

commissioners, 
elected to 

4-year terms 

First Class 
Townships

1,456 
Townships

Typically more 
rural/suburban

Governed by 
3 to 5 

supervisors, 
elected to 

6-year terms

Second Class 
Townships
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Follow PSATC on Facebook

Visit PSATC’s website
Connect with us! 

What do you want to see in future newsletters? 

Do you have Township news you’d like us to spotlight 
in our next newsletter or on social media?

We Want to Hear from You! 

Submit it Here.

This 1947 newspaper clipping highlights the early days of PSATC, noting that 
Pittsburgh was selected as the site for that year’s annual convention, now called 
a summit. It reports on the election of association leadership, including a new 
president and officers representing counties across Pennsylvania, reflecting a 
strong, statewide network even at that time.
While the setting and scale have evolved, the purpose of the PSATC convention/
summit remains much the same today. Then, as now, the annual gathering 
served as an important opportunity for township officials to come together, 
share ideas, discuss challenges, and strengthen local government. Today’s 
conventions/summits build on that legacy with expanded educational sessions, 
policy discussions, and networking, continuing a tradition of collaboration that 
has supported Pennsylvania townships for generations.

In the News: Flashback to 1947

The 2025 Municipal Summit Celebrated 100 Years of PSATC

https://www.facebook.com/people/First-Class-Township-PA/61558397283350/
https://www.facebook.com/people/First-Class-Township-PA/61558397283350/
https://firstclasstownshippa.org/?page_id=368
https://firstclasstownshippa.org/?page_id=368
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTRWGH3

